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Complex , Employees Blend Into Vo, Suburb 

By Bill McAllister . 


Washington ?Mt s^alf Writer 

If you want to see the 
Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy's headquarters, go to 
Pizza . Supreme -on Old 
Chain Bridge Hoad in Mc- 
Lean. Sketched on one wall 
there is a cartoonist’s view- 
er • the agency’s massive 
headquarters that are hid- 
den two miles away in the 
Virginia woodside. 

. . There are some obvious- 
flaws in the drawing: the 
cartoon building is too tall 
and is topped by the Letters 
‘■CIA.” But none of the res- 
‘ taurant’s customers — many- 
of them CIA employees — . 
has ever complained to 
pizza' shop owner Mike 
Mansy. Ay. ■ 

The drawing and the cus- 
tomers’ silence are among 
the few reminders in Fair- 
fax County of something the 
CIA would just as soon have 
everyone forgetr both its 
headquarters - and a good 

number of the CIA’s esti- 
mated work force of 15,000 
are nestled away among all - 


the other backyard-barbe- 
cueing and lawn-tending su- 
burbanites. 

Aside from a half dozen 
highway signs directing traf- 
fic to the CIA complex and 
a noontime crowd that sud- 
denly appears at a small del- 
icatessen called the McLean 
Restaurant, there are few 
other outward (or ‘'overt,” 
as the CIA operatives would 
say) signs that the nation's 
spy center is located in the 
Langley countryside. 

‘‘There is nothing... The 
agency could be in Timbuc- 
too,” said William Ladson, 
principal at McLean High 
School. 

Fourteen years after the 
'CIA deserted most of its 
downtown Washington of- 
fices for the suburbs, the 
agency has become an ac- 
cepted, if not unquestioned, 
fact of life in Fairfax 
McLean countryside. 

County officials seem only 
too happy to have what 
Douglas Harman, deputy ■ 
county executive, ' sees as - 
“an excellent employment : 
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center” and “a very quiet 
neighbor.” They readily clis- 1 
miss any negative impact, 
such as having a large num- 
ber of county residents who 
are disinterested in local af- 
fairs. as many CIA employ- 
ees seem to be. 

“If you wanted to . . . you 
could spend your whole life 
there — from womb to tomb,” 
claimed former CIA em- 
ployee Victor Marehetti. 

Indeed, the agency pro- 
vides its employees with a 
myriad of services right in- 
side its compound. There’s a- 
•knitting and crochet club, 


Few county otiieials let 
that worry them. “I, don't j 
spend any time worrying ; 
where they work,” says Fair- ; 
fax County Supervisor Ru-j 
fus Phillips, who represents j 
a district that includes the j 
agency and once worked for j 
the CIA. . j 

“It means absolutely noth- » 
ihg,‘- agrees County Plan; - ; 
nine Commission Chairman | 
Edward' C. Gurski, who > 
.'works for the agency in a j 
position- its won’t discuss. . j 
The CIA’s presence in j 
Fairfax "is no different j 
from that of Ft. Belvqir 
( Army post) or the U.3. Geo- j 
logical Survey (headquart- j 
ered in Res ton),” Gurski j 
says. ■ • j 

.lust now many people in' 1 
iihis county of an estimated 
j 357.300 have ties to the CIA.: 
isn’t, known/ The agency 


(“It doesn’t do much for our ! doesn’t release any ■ employ- j 
007 image,” admits one ? meat figures and county of- 
official), a skeet shooting. ! finals can’t recall if they 

ever asked. 


club called “The Sitting 
Ducks,” and two softball 
leagues that include teams 
named “The Good Guys,” 
“Ballbusters," . and “Wild 
Things." 

“We’re probably the only 
spy. organization . in the 


A Falls Church lawyer, ar 
guing for a zoning change in j 
McLean, did ask about 10 
years ago and “want- 
through all kinds of shenan-. 
igans” before calling the' 
Russian embassy. 'T made ; 


world that has a chorus that H a3 a cab driver and got] 

sings Christmas carols to its ] so me figure.” recalls Lyttoni 


workers,” said another CIA] 
officer. What’s more the] 
agency also has a prayer 
and Bible study group. j 
Such, programs are, part of; 
the, ageney’s traditional, 
avowed. ..paternalism, . but; 
some former CIA employees 
said! the programs a 1 s o ] 
breed an insularity that I- 
they now find disturbing, j 
CIA employees are “never! 
tuned into the local scene,”] 
grumbles former CIA em-' 
ployee Robert L. Welk, who 
this month finished last 
among six Republicans seek- 
ing nominations for five; 
(seats in the Virginia House f 
of Delegates from the north- > 
ern Fairfax District. i 

Welk, who had said he! 
thought his CIA ties would; 
help him in the primary, ; 
thinks otherwise now. .His; 
CIA colleagues, who he ex- 
pected .might support him. 
"are completely oriented to 
Uganda, not Heston,” he 
grouses. .. -i 

Although the unveiling of’ 
highway "traffic signs point- 
ing to the CIA complex cre- 
ated a small stir in lf)73, the ; 
McLean city directory' has 
yet to acknowledge the' 
agency's presence. Many of 


tnei 


Gov’t.,” which longtime resi- 
dents say is a sure indica-i 
j. : -t-t,,-.,* t » , fVio fT A '! 


PI. Gibson, the lawyer. 

Gibson was claiming that 
the area around the/CIA 
was well developed and that 
a highrise apartment com- 
plex would- be in order. Al- 
though he- can’t recall' the 
figure given him by the Rus- 
sians. county officials 
granted his client the zoning 
change. (News reports at the 
time said the Russian told 
him the current figure of i 
3, 5i)0 would eventually ex- * 
pand to 11,000.) i 

Today the CIA is, 6y all j 
estimates, one of the biggest ; 
industries , in Fairfax . and \ 
one county officials concede,] 
they know little about. I 
“Really, we have very little 
to do with them,” says 
county executive Robert W, 
Wilson. _ ..." 

By law that’s the way it’si" 
supposed to be. The CIA; 
isn’t supposed to -be in- 1 
volved in domestic spying; 
but the Rockefeller Commis-, 
sion. which investigated I 
charges that the agency vio-i 
lateri its charter, had to look! 
no further than Fairfax City- 
to find a violation. 

In 1971 Fairfax City police ) 
helped CIA agents break! 
into a photographic studio- 
idqby a former part-. 
■tTmtt-rTX employee. Com-! 
monwealth's Attorney Rob- 
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